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The Collegian – January 12, 2021
NEWS
LIFE ON CAMPUS FOR FIRST YEARS DURING JAN TERM
1/9/2021
First Year students return to campus to begin their studies in the New Year to experience their
first Jan Term semester. Although not the typical college experience, students are excited to
embark on new courses.
By Lenin O’Mahony
News Reporter
Life on campus finally returned this past Sunday, as hundreds of students returned to their
dorms, and for the majority of those students, this would be their first Jan term at Saint
Mary’s College of California. Jan Term, a Saint Mary’s tradition that helps distinguish our
college from others, is usually a time full of activity, fun, and maybe some chaos. Students
have this opportunity to explore new topics, to branch out from their major and learn
something new, something different.
These classes are often unique, fun, and lively. Not to mention, the extra free time that
comes with Jan Term gives first year students time to meet more of their peers, strengthen
the relationships they formed in the first semester, and fall more in love with the Moraga
campus.
Alas, this is unfortunately not the experience for the class of 2024. Many students are still
at home, with just 36 new first year students on campus, who were not on campus last
semester. In total, around 300 students moved in on Sunday and, while this Jan term is not
the typical experience, there is still a general attitude of excitement from on campus
students. Despite the ups and downs, this new experience and the opportunity to still
come to campus is appreciated.
I spoke with Aidan Goveas, a Saint Mary's Rugby player and future 4x National Champion
(Go Gaels!) who said that despite the limitations, he still views the campus as a place for

students to flourish, and while he wishes it was a normal experience, it has still been good
to be here. When asked about his Jan Term class he responded that he is enjoying the style
of the Jan Term class, “White Folks and Race Talk.” He has been pleased with the
opportunity to meet and talk to people who he would not normally see, especially because
that tends to be hard with the necessary COVID-19 restrictions.
As a D1 rugby player though, it has been more difficult. Not being able to practice, and
having the entire season on the verge of being cancelled, has been frustrating to say the
least. “We are staying hopeful and just praying we get the green light to play, because that's
what we came here to do, to play rugby” Goveas said. The Saint Mary's rugby team is
nationally ranked at 3rd in the country, easily making us one of the best teams in the
nation.
Another student, Yosi Diaz, said that overall Jan Term has been pretty mellow, but it is
definitely nice to be back and returning to the habits of classes and studying. Diaz is Class
Chair of the Associated Students Class of 2024, so she has been very aware of how
different this year is for first years. She, alongside other class Senators, has been working
to plan class events and keep students on and off campus connected and involved. “Being
able to keep a class identity and ensuring students feel a part of a Gael community is very
important, especially since it is so easy to feel disconnected with the distancing and online
classes,” Diaz said. Because of how limited interactions can be, little activities have a lot
more value for Diaz and other students. Walking to Oliver Hall for meals, zoom studying,
and hikes are all ways to interact and engage the small on campus community.
Overall, while this has been no normal Jan Term for students on or off campus, we are still
grateful for the opportunities that have been provided. Saint Mary’s students have proven
themselves to be flexible and positive when it comes to living life during a pandemic. We
are happy to be back in Moraga, thanks to the hard work of the Saint Mary’s community to
keep us safe, and Gaels are living the college experience as best they can.

DEMOCRATS PULL OFF IMPRESSIVE SENATE SWEEP IN
GEORGIA
1/9/2021
By Riley Mulcahy
News Reporter
All eyes were on Georgia last Tuesday as voters decided which Party controls the Senate in
two air-tight races. Incumbent senators, Republicans Kelly Loeffler and David Perdue, lost
to Democrat candidates Raphel Warnock and Jon Ossoff in the most expensive Senate race
ever. Along with Thursday’s certification of President-Elect Joe Biden’s victory against the
outgoing President Trump, the Democrats have control in both the Senate and the House
of Representatives, which means it will allow Biden to pass legislation that would not be
possible if the Republicans still held majority power in the Senate.
After November’s crushing Senate results for Democrats, the need for Warnock and Ossoff
victories was of vital importance. In the General Election on November 3, Warnock
campaigned against both Loffler and former Georgia Congressman Doug Collins of
Georgia. Although Warnock won the general race with 32.90% of the vote against Loeffler’s
25.91% and Collins’ 19.95%, Georgia state law states that a runoff is triggered if a candidate
does not win at least 50% of the vote.
According to Newsweek, before the runoff on Tuesday, Warnock and Ossoff’s chances of
winning were slim. Although early projections had Democrats slightly in the lead, Georgia
has been a reliably red state for decades until Biden’s victory in Georgia. At the beginning
of Tuesday night, Ossoff and Warnock were slightly ahead of their Republican opponents,
however as the night progressed it looked like it could go either way.
Although Ossoff’s victory was not declared until the next day, Warnock was able to
maintain a slight lead which pulled him across the finish line. In a surprising turn of events,
Warnock obtained more votes than his counterpart Ossoff, a difference of .04% — which in
such a tightly contested race, could have meant Democrats would have won only one of
the seats, which would mean Republicans would maintain control of the Senate.
Although Georgia is thought of as a conservative state, changing demographics and record
turnout made Democratic wins possible. Stacey Abrams, the founder of Fair Fight and

former Democratic Georgian Gubernatorial candidate created an unprecedented effort to
drive voter turnout in Georgia, registering close to 800,000 Georgians for the general
election, which helped catapult Biden’s victory in the state. Both Ossoff and Warnock
performed better than Biden in many metropolitan counties, which pushed Democrats to
victory both on Tuesday and in November, in large part by the efforts of Abrams. Abrams
has been applauded by publications, with Vogue naming her “The Most Influential Woman
in 2021.”
Republicans did not fare as well as expected mainly because of high turnout in Atlanta and
surrounding counties, however, President Trump’s rhetoric is partly to blame as well.
According to The New York Times, Trump called the election “invalid and illegal”, which
made Georgian Republicans question the legitimacy of the election. The tweet, and The
Washington Post’s reporting of Trump conversation with Georgia Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger, in which he pressured the Secretary of State to quote “find” 11,870 votes
has made Republicans wary of the Democratic process. Trump’s claims of election fraud
have been unproven.

NEW VARIANT STRAIN OF COVID-19 IN SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
1/9/2021
As COVID-19 rages globally, a new COVID-19 variant threatens to increase infection rates.
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
From the start of COVID-19, new strains of the virus have continued to appear. The virus’
rapid spread from person to person forces the virus to mutate overtime. According to ABC,
the virus usually only changes slightly in its genetic makeup. Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, spoke with EyeWitness News and
agreed that “this should be expected.” However, one strain can quickly dominate a region
either by being the first strain experienced there or because of the dominant nature of the
strain.
This new, mutant strand has quickly prevailed in Britain and South Africa, gradually making
its way to Colorado and now Southern California, according to WMBF. Experts are still
determining whether it should be a genuine cause for concern. However, Prime Minister of
the UK, Boris Johnson, has implemented new restrictions in order to combat this pressing
issue. One of which includes limited flights to and from the UK in hopes of thwarting this
mysterious strain from spreading, according to ABC.
ABC has also said that this strain now makes up 60% of all cases in London. This is due to
the essence of the strain and its highly infectious characteristics. Although much is still
unknown about this virus, it has been determined by Time that this strain is 50-70% more
contagious. Rather than one person infecting only one other person, this strain can infect
up to four or five other people per infected person. Dr. Eric Topol, head of Scripps Research
Translational Institute, argues that a travel ban would be too late at this point. With the
strain already being detected in the US, it would be redundant to limit travel. Regardless of
this variant strain, experts have reiterated that the vaccine should still remain effective.
The very first person reported with this new strain was a Colorado National Guardsmen. He
was helping out at a nursing home that was suffering from an outbreak of COVID-19, and
was possibly exposed there. It was also said that a second guardsmen might have

contracted it as well. This same strain, according to WMBF, was revealed in a patient in San
Diego. The patient obtaining this new strain became symptomatic on December 27 and the
variant was discovered shortly after. The patient, remaining unnamed, had no history of
travel.
San Diego Mayor, Todd Gloria, emphasizes that as hospitals begin to reach their maximum
capacity, it is crucial people stay home and wear masks as much as possible. Despite the
transmission rate on the decline, Governor Gavin Newsom warns this could quickly change
with holiday gatherings, restating the vitality of staying home.

OPINION
WHEN SHOULD A POLITICIAN RECEIVE THE VACCINE?
1/12/2021
By Katelyn McCarthy
Opinion Columnist
A good general (or king, for that matter) is one who personally leads his troops into battle.
He places himself in the same dangers as his soldiers, thus earning their trust. Perhaps we
can use this idea to determine whether or not members of Congress should receive the
COVID vaccination before the general populace. Should they, like a general, lead the public
and be the first to expose themselves to the vaccine and its potential complications, or
should they wait in the same line that the public is expected to wait in?
In a sense, for them to take the vaccine before the public is reasonable. As the general
rides before his soldiers, a politician might sit on a hospital bench and have a needle driven
into his arm. To expect and encourage the populace to do something that a politician might
be reticent about would be using the American people as guinea pigs at the service of the
political elite. Taking the vaccine prior to the public would show that a politician respects
the fears of his people and would also cause some of the citizenry to have faith in the
safety of the vaccine.
But a politician is not a scientist. That a citizen would trust a politician to make medical
decisions that he or she should emulate doesn’t seem to be the wisest course of action.
Simply because a figure possesses authority in some realms does not mean that he
possesses authority in all. To trust a politician as to the safety of a vaccine is like trusting a
lawyer to pilot your cross-country flight. Politicking and doctoring are not careers which
usually go hand-in-hand. While it is true that some people’s concerns might be assuaged by
seeing their favorite Washingtonian taking a vaccine, such comfort is not founded in reason
but in feelings.
Let’s move to another example. Some say that politicians should be vaccinated so as to be
able to more stably preserve the continuity of government by (presumably) being less likely
to catch the coronavirus. This view takes the position that the proper workings of

government is the most important aspect of human existence. While it is an important one,
I do not believe it to be the primary one. The fundamental unit in society is the family. For
the continuity of the family to be disrupted (as it has been every time a person has died
from the coronavirus) is, in my view, a more pressing concern than that of the continuity of
the government.
Is it not a principle of our democracy that all of us are created equal? That no one, be he
politician or plumber, is worth more or less than anyone else? Our politicians ought to
receive the vaccine, if they choose to, when their turn in line comes. Any comorbidities they
may have should be factored in just like everyone else’s. They should receive their vaccine
following the plan outlined by their states. Among the categories, “elderly, medical worker,
and possessor of comorbidities,” “politician” should not factor in. An elderly plumber with
asthma should receive his vaccine before a young, healthy politician; an elderly asthmatic
politician should receive his vaccine sooner than a young, healthy plumber.
Ultimately, though, I don’t think that any of our representatives need to worry about where
they’ll be placed in line in terms of their inoculations. If anyone can get himself something
that he wants, whether or not he is mindful of his duty to respect a public which is of equal
standing to him, it’ll be a politician.

THE WALLS POLITICIANS HIDE BEHIND
1/9/2021
Politicians such as Marco Rubio and Lindsay Graham have faced backlash after publicly
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. Both have previously opposed safety protocols and endorsed
superspreader events. Their place in line to receive the vaccine in front of healthcare workers
demonstrates a fundamental problem of the privilege our leaders have hidden behind during
this pandemic.
Melanie Moyer
Opinion Columnist
In Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Masque of the Red Death,” the prince of a country stricken by
plague hides behind the thick walls of his castle with the privileged few while his people
suffer. Though the story was written a little under 200 years ago, its plot shares eerie
similarities with the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine. Poe’s symbolic walls that
separates the prince from his people have taken shape in our country as something more
complex and invisible. Developments in the distribution of the vaccine have shown that
the walls separating us from our leadership takes the form of privilege.
As the first doses of the COVID-19 vaccine begin to roll out, Americans are once again made
aware of the medical and social inequalities that run rampant through our country.
Dynamics of power and privilege have reared their heads in the face of a limited supply of
a life-saving vaccine. While the country fights through spikes in cases caused by holiday
celebrations and the winter months, vaccines have been improperly stored, intentionally
left out of refrigeration to expire, and distributed to those in power who have arguably
made the pandemic worse. Those who have been a part of the effort to slow the spread of
the virus have reasonable grounds for being frustrated by this mishandling of the vaccine
distribution. However, those such as healthcare workers who have put their lives on the
line to keep our economy running deserve to be utterly outraged by the situation.
Many healthcare workers around the country are still waiting to receive their first doses of
the COVID-19 vaccine. For them, this means returning to a workplace in which they are
continuously exposed to the virus by those who most likely chose to ignore social distance
and mask protocols. Further, hospitals around the country are continuously overwhelmed
by the extreme increase in caseloads. Healthcare workers have experienced the worst

parts of the pandemic, ranging from their experiences of seeing countless people succumb
to the virus to social distancing from loved ones in order to keep treating patients.
It takes a degree of entitlement to ignore the pandemic and expect to receive medical care
from these healthcare workers. However, some politicians have gone beyond this already
astounding level of entitlement to also expect to be vaccinated against the virus before
these healthcare workers. Many politicians who have received vaccines before healthcare
workers, have had a direct hand in minimizing efforts to slow the spread of the virus,
encouraging people to ignore the need for masks and social distance protocols. It goes
without saying that these politicians have chosen to be reckless with their own exposure to
the virus and encourage others to do the same. They hide, shouting behind their walls at
us to ignore safety protocols in the name of their economy.
It is nonetheless difficult to say that politicians who have opposed lockdowns and other
protocols to slow the spread of the virus should be denied the vaccine until others are
inoculated. The persisting argument for their access to the vaccine is that of their duty to
leadership. If nothing else, it would be unfair to those who follow social distance protocols
to experience a sudden shift in leadership if their senator or representative got sick.
Further, it should be noted that many politicians have taken the vaccine in order to build
confidence in the vaccine’s safety. However, their act of receiving the vaccine after stark
resistance to any other actions to slow the spread of the virus is still hypocritical and
demonstrates poor ethics of leadership. Leaders should not hide behind their privilege
while advocating for those on the outside to put their lives at risk for the sake of the
economy. We do not live in Poe’s world of castles and monarchs who can hide away from
their subjects and throw grand masquerades during pandemics. Instead, our
democratically elected leaders should strive to hold their constituents’ health and safety as
something they cannot ignore or hide from.

ON THE BENEFITS OF MAKING NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS
1/9/2021
How to make a New Year’s Resolution that sets goals, and helps improve your life.
Emmanuel Simon
Opinion Columnist
Some find the end of the year as an occasion for evaluating one’s personal strengths,
weaknesses, and aspirations. Such self-reflection and ambition to become a better person
is what prompts one to set goals to achieve over the next year. We call these goals New
Year’s Resolutions.
But New Year’s Resolutions have become increasingly unpopular in our day, especially
because of the limiting circumstances due to COVID-19. For this reason, some have found it
unnecessary and undesirable to create a New Year’s Resolution.
We should not have such a mind-set. Just because events seem to be in a pause-like state
does not mean that we individuals should stop becoming the best version of ourselves.
New Year’s resolutions are therefore helpful in trying to become who we want to be.
When setting a New Year's Resolution, one sets a goal for him or herself. Goals by their
very nature aim at some sort of desirable end. Goals are therefore what people intend to
achieve.
Now, that which is first in intention is last in execution. For example, suppose Sally intends
to read twelve three-hundred paged books a year. How can Sally do this? Well, perhaps she
can read one book a month, since by the end of the last month, she will have read all
twelve books. But how will she read one book a month? Well, she will have to find or make
time to read one book a month. How will she find or make time? She will do this by
examining her daily schedule and seeing when is the best time to read. If she consistently
cannot find time, she can make time by, say, swapping wasted time for reading. Sally finds
that she wastes time on social media. Thus, whatever time Sally would spend going on
social media each day could be used for reading her book.

Usually, Sally is on social media for about two hours a day, and it takes Sally one hour to
read ten pages. Thus, if Sally cuts her original social media usage in half, she would have
time to read ten pages each day, and therefore one book a month, and therefore twelve
books at the end of the year, just like she intended. Here, we see that Sally’s intention/goal
is what helps her find the means for achieving that goal. The ‘how’ questions guide one’s
reasoning to see how one should begin doing what one intends. Thus, all that is left for
Sally is to read ten pages a day.
One common mistake I’ve noticed when setting my own resolutions is that my resolutions
tend to be too broad. Such goals are too difficult to be achieved since broad goals aren’t
exactly tangible (either literally or metaphorically). One quick fix to this mistake is to create
S.M.A.R.T goals. S.M.A.R.T is an acronym for specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and
timely. Notice how Sally’s goal is specific because she wants to read twelve three-hundred
paged books as opposed to merely read books. Her goal is measurable because if she
reads at least one of those books a month, she is on track. The goal is attainable because
Sally only needs to read one hour a day. The goal is realistic because she is reading 300paged books a month (or ten pages a day) as opposed to 1000-paged books a month
(which is about 34 pages a day). Sally’s goal is timely or time-related because the readings
will be done every day.
Setting goals helps one reconstruct his or her daily lifestyle, inspiring one to flourish. What
better time to set a goal than the new year, since the new year, in some sense, is a new
beginning!

CULTURE
SOUL MOVIE REVIEW: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO HAVE
SOUL?
1/9/2021
Disney’s Soul is set to become an animated masterpiece, creating a passionate, and deep
thinking storyline in a tough time.
By Benjamin Noel
Culture Columnist
Disney wrapped up 2020 with an animated masterpiece, Soul, starring the voices of Jamie
Foxx, Tina Fey and Phylicia Rashad. The story follows Joe Gardner, a middle school band
teacher and jazz pianist extraordinaire that just can’t seem to catch a break. He finds
himself treading water without getting any closer to his dreams. After a strange turn of
events, Joe ends up in the “Great Before,” where he’s got to help a “Soul” find her spark.
And through their journey, he finds out what it means to have soul.
This movie’s so well done, from the plot, to the music, I didn’t have a single bone to pick
with it.
And for those hesitant to watch a cartoon movie, worry not, this one’s something special.
I’m not one for animated movies, but within about 5 minutes I left that attitude behind. The
visuals immerse you into the New York atmosphere, down to the cracks in the concrete.
More so than the visuals, the people make this story feel so real. We see how we can turn
even our mundane daily interactions into something special.
Disney could not have released this film at a better time. Since last March we have found
ourselves stuck in a period of stagnation, and many of our favorite things about living are
unrecognizable. It’s easy to lose our drive. But this movie shows us how we can find our
spark even in the darkest, dreariest of times.
For so long, I’ve been searching for a movie that represents in some way, this situation we
find ourselves living in. I’d always expected it to be an apocalyptic movie, or a prison film.
Never in a hundred years did I expect Disney to create a movie that so well ties into our

current situation. And never would I have expected it to provide the answer for surviving
the pandemic. I highly recommend this film to anyone feeling stuck or lost in this period of
turmoil and isolation. I hope you find your spark.

SPORTS
NBA SEASON PREVIEW
1/9/2021
By Mark Molz
Sports Reporter
The NBA season has officially begun and while the Lakers are coming off their title win
from only two months ago, other teams outside the bubble haven’t played in an NBA game
since March. With all 30 teams in competition for this year’s Larry O’Brien Trophy and
COVID-19 complications still looming over the heads of everyone, the league and its players
will be put to the test with a full 72-game NBA season ahead.
Just a few weeks in, here are some accomplishments we all should be looking out for:
1. Lebron James Fifth Title
With Lebron coming off his fourth NBA championship in his storied career, inching him
closer and closer to the all-time GOAT, he will be looking to add a fifth to his trophy case. If
Lebron is able to reach number five he will tie Laker great Kobe Bryant and officially be one
behind the six-time NBA champion and long-time GOAT, Michael Jordan.
If Lebron is able to win back-to-back championships in his 18th year many people will
believe that he will finally have enough accolades to surpass Michael Jordan and be the alltime GOAT of the NBA.
2. Stephen Curry Three-Point Record
Curry is currently sitting at 2,527 career three-pointers. He is 446 from the all-time record
set by Ray Allen. The most ever made in a season is 402, which was set by Curry back in the
2015-16 season. While 446 threes might seem a little out of reach for the 2x MVP his splash
brother Klay Thompson will be out all season due to a torn ACL, so you never know how
many threes Curry will put up as the season continues.

If Curry doesn’t get it this season you can almost count on him claiming the all-time record
during the course of next year.
3. Giannis Antetokounmpo Back-to-Back-to-Back MVPs
Antetokounmpo just locked up his second MVP in back-to-back seasons. Being the first one
to do this since Curry in 14-15 and 15-16. This year Giannis will look to be the fourth player
in NBA history to win the MVP three years in a row. The last player to accomplish this was
Larry Bird in the 80s while playing with the Boston Celtics. While it is not very common for
this feat to be accomplished, Giannis is currently second in the NBA MVP odds for the 2021
season, with Luka Doncic just ahead of him.
4. Russell Westbrook All-Time Triple-Doubles Leader
Sitting at 150 all-time triple-doubles, Westbrook is currently 31 away from being the overall
triple-double king. In 2016-17 Westbrook was able to reach 42 total and in 2018-19 he had
34. The record and current king Oscar Robertson is very much in threat and can easily be
accomplished this year (especially if he is playing for the Wizards).
5. Most Points in a Game Since Kobe - 81
While scoring is at an all time high 81 points in a game still might seem like it is out of
reach. But, with players jacking up threes at an almost overwhelming rate it seems more
likely than one might think. The NBA season is just a few weeks in and we already have two
players who have scored 60 points or more (Bradley Beal and Stephen Curry). The closest
player to reach 81 was Devin Booker who managed to tally an incredible 70 back in 2017.
I wouldn’t put Kobe’s 81 point game as unbreakable just yet as there is a lot of basketball
still left to play.
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